
 

GEOGRAPHY 

 
 

INTENT:   
At All Saints, by nurturing hearts and inspiring minds, we encourage all pupils to shine in everything they 

do in geography. 

At All Saints, we aim for a high quality geography curriculum which will nurture hearts and inspire minds 

of pupils with a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people. Our teaching equips pupils with 

knowledge about places and people; resources in the environment; physical and human processes; 

formation and use of landscapes. We also want children to develop geographical skills: collecting and 

analysing data; using maps, globes, aerial photographs and digital mapping to name and identify 

countries, continents and ocean and communicating information in a variety of ways. We want children 

to enjoy and love learning about geography by gaining this knowledge and skills, not just through 

experiences in the classroom, but also with the use of fieldwork and educational visits. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION:  
 
The National curriculum organises the Geography attainment targets under four subheadings or strands:  
 
• Locational knowledge  
• Place knowledge  
• Human and physical geography  
• Geographical skills and fieldwork  
 

 
 
All Saints’ Geography scheme has a clear progression of skills and knowledge within these four strands 
across each year group. Our Progression of skills and knowledge shows the skills taught within each year 
class and how these develop to ensure that attainment targets are securely met by the end of each key 
stage. 
 
The scheme is a spiral curriculum, with essential knowledge and skills revisited with increasing 
complexity, allowing pupils to revise and build on their previous learning. Locational knowledge, in 
particular, is reviewed in each unit to coincide with our belief that this will consolidate children’s 
understanding of key concepts, such as scale and place, in Geography. Cross-curricular links are made 
wherever possible, allowing children to make connections and apply their Geography skills to other 
areas of learning. 
 

IMPACT:   
 
An enquiry-based approach to learning will allow teachers to assess children against the National 
curriculum expectations for Geography. The impact of All Saint’s scheme can be constantly monitored 
through both formative and summative assessment opportunities. 
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The expected impact of the scheme of work is that children will:  
 

• Compare and contrast human and physical features to describe and understand similarities and 
differences between various places in the UK, Europe and the Americas.  

• Name, locate and understand where and why the physical elements of our world are located and 
how they interact, including processes over time relating to climate, biomes, natural disasters 
and the water cycle.  

• Understand how humans use the land for economic and trading purposes, including how the 
distribution of natural resources has shaped this.  

• Develop an appreciation for how humans are impacted by and have evolved around the physical 
geography surrounding them and how humans have had an impact on the environment, both 
positive and negative.  

• Develop a sense of location and place around the UK and some areas of the wider world using 
the eight-points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and keys on maps, 
globes, atlases, aerial photographs and digital mapping.  

• Identify and understand how various elements of our globe create positioning, including latitude, 
longitude, the hemispheres, the tropics and how time zones work, including night and day.  

• Present and answer their own geographical enquiries using planned and specifically chosen 
methodologies, collected data and digital technologies.  

• Meet the end of key stage expectations outlined in the National curriculum for Geography. 
 
Pupils are assessed against national curriculum objectives every half term. This is monitored by the 
subject leader, the senior leadership and the School Development Group.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMSC 

(to be developed in all lessons) 

 

Spiritual:   Explore beliefs and experience; respect faiths, feelings and values; enjoy 
learning about oneself, others and the surrounding world; use imagination and creativity; 
reflect. Emphasise our school’s close links to our local churches and our wider 
community. 
 
Moral:   Recognise right and wrong; respect the law; understand consequences; 
investigate moral and ethical issues; offer reasoned views. 
 
Social:   Use a range of social skills; participate in the local community; appreciate diverse 
viewpoints; participate, volunteer and cooperate; resolve conflict; engage with the 
'British values' of democracy, the rule of law, liberty, respect and tolerance. 
 
Cultural:   Appreciate cultural influences; appreciate the role of Britain's parliamentary 
system; participate in culture opportunities; understand, accept, respect and celebrate 
diversity. 

http://www.doingsmsc.org.uk/british-values
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BRITISH VALUES 

(to be developed in all lessons) 

The core British Values are: 

 

• Democracy 

• Rule of Law 

• Mutual Respect 

• Individual Liberty 

• Tolerance  

Our geography curriculum casts a light on global citizenship and the rule of law, including the role of 

democratic advocacy for change. Pupils also look at how different cultures live and work throughout 

the world 
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The Four Strands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GEOGRAPHY 

 
 

Progression of Knowledge and Skills (Locational Knowledge) 
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Progression of Knowledge and Skills (Place Knowledge) 
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Progression of Knowledge and Skills (Human and Physical Geography) 
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Progression of Skills (Geographical Skills and Fieldwork) 
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Progression of  Knowledge (Geographical Skills and Fieldwork) 
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KS1 (Year 1 & Year 2) 

 

 Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 
 

Cycle A 
 

2023/24 
 

2025/26 
 

2027/28 

What is it like here?  
Locating where they live 
on an aerial photograph, 
children recognise local 

features. They create 
maps using classroom 

objects before drawing 
simple maps of the school 
grounds. Pupils use maps 
to follow simple routes 

around the school 
grounds and carry out an 

enquiry about how to 
improve their playground.  

Why is our world 
wonderful?  

Identifying features and 
major characteristics of 
the UK before learning 

about some of the 
amazing places in the 

world. Naming the oceans 
and locating these on a 
world map. Considering 

what is unique about the 
natural habitats in their 

locality and using 
fieldwork to investigate 

and present this. 

What is it like to live by 
the coast?  

Using atlases, children 
name and locate 

continents and oceans of 
the world, while revising 
the countries, cities and 
surrounding seas of the 

UK. They learn about the 
physical features of the 
Jurassic Coast and how 

humans have interacted 
with this over time, 
including land use, 

settlements and tourism. 

 

Cycle B 
 

2024/25 
 

2026/27 
 

2028/29 

Would you prefer to live 
in a hot or cold place? 

Introducing children to the 
basic concept of climate 
zones and mapping out 

hot and cold places 
globally. Children compare 
features in the North and 
South Poles and Kenya as 
well as in the local area. 

They learn the four 
compass points and the 

names and location of the 
seven continents 

What is the weather like 
in the UK?  

Studying the countries and 
cities that make up the 
UK, children discuss the 
four seasons and their 

associated weather. They 
consider how we change 

our behaviour in response 
to different weather and 
keep a weather diary or 
record. Finally, children 
investigate the UK’s hot 

and cold places using 
weather maps with a 

simple key 

What is it like to live in 
Shanghai?  

Using a world map, 
children start recognising 
continents, oceans and 

countries outside the UK 
with a focus on China. 
They identify physical 

features of Shanghai using 
aerial photographs and 
maps before identifying 

human features, through 
exploring land-use. Pupils 

then compare these 
features to those in the 
local area and make a 
simple map using data 

they have collected 
through fieldwork. 
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Lower KS2 (Year 3 & Year 4) 

 Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

 

Cycle A 
 

2023/24 
 

2025/26 
 

2027/28 

Why do people live near 
volcanoes?  

Learning how the Earth is 
constructed and about 

tectonic plates and their 
boundaries. Children learn 

how mountains are 
formed, explain the 

formation and types of 
volcanoes and explore the 

cause of earthquakes. 
They map the global 

distribution of mountains, 
volcanoes and 

earthquakes and consider 
the negative and positive 

effects of living in a 
volcanic environment and 
the ways in which humans 

have responded to 
earthquakes.  

Who lives in Antarctica?  
Learning about latitude 

and longitude, pupils 
consider how this links to 

climate. Pupils 
contemplate the tilt of the 

Earth and how this 
impacts the Antarctic 

circle and global 
temperatures. They 
explore the physical 

features of a polar region 
and how humans have 

adapted to working there, 
taking into account that 
there is no permanent 

population. Pupils study 
Shackleton’s expedition 

before planning their own, 
using mapping skills learnt 

so far.  

Are all settlements the 
same?  

Exploring different types 
of settlements and land 
use, pupils consider the 

difference between urban 
and rural. They describe 
the different human and 
physical features in their 
local area and how these 
have changed over time. 
Children make land use 
comparisons between 

their local area and New 
Delhi to find key 
similarities and 

differences between these 
two locations. 

 

Cycle B 
 

2024/25 
 

2026/27 
 

2028/29 

Why are rainforests 
important to us? 

Focussing on the link 
between biomes and 
climate, children will 
locate the Amazon 

rainforest and explain how 
the vegetation in a 

tropical rainforest is 
defined by the two 

Tropics. They investigate 
the physical features and 

layers of the Amazon 
rainforest, considering 

how plants adapt to these 
conditions. Learning about 
the people who live in the 
rainforest, children discuss 

the impact of human 
activity locally and globally 

Where does our food 
come from?  

Looking at the distribution 
of the world’s biomes and 

mapping food imports 
from around the world, 

children learn about 
trading fairly with a 

specific focus on Côte 
d'Ivoire and cocoa beans. 
They explore where the 

food for their school 
dinners comes from and 

the pros and cons of local 
versus global. 

What are rivers and how 
are they used?  

Exploring the different 
ways water is stored and 
moves, pupils develop an 

understanding of the 
water cycle. They name 

and map major rivers both 
in the UK and globally. 

Children learn about the 
features and courses of a 

river and how they are 
used by humans, before 
studying a local river to 

spot these features. 
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Upper KS2 (Year 5 & Year 6) 

 Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

 

Cycle A 
 

2023/24 
 

2025/26 
 

2027/28 

What is life like in the 
Alps?  

Discovering the climate of 
mountain ranges and 

considering why people 
choose to visit the Alps, 

children focus on 
Innsbruck and identify the 

human and physical 
features that attract 

tourists. They then apply 
their learning to 

investigate tourism in the 
local area, mapping 

recreational land use and 
presenting their findings 

Why do oceans matter?  
Exploring the significance 

of our oceans, children 
learn how humans use 

and impact them and how 
this has changed over 
time. Pupils study the 
Great Barrier Reef and 

how plastic and pollution 
is damaging this marine 

environment, before 
considering positive 

environmental changes 
that can be made 

including making eco-
friendly choices. They use 

fieldwork skills to 
investigate the amount 

and type of litter in their 
nearest marine 
environment. 

Would you like to live in 
the desert?  

Recapping biomes with 
focus on hot desert 

biomes and their various 
characteristics, children 
map the largest global 
deserts. The Mojave 

Desert is used as a case 
study to support the 

children in learning about 
the physical features of a 

desert. Children also 
consider how humans use 

deserts and the 
environmental threats 
that can occur in this 

landscape. 

 

Cycle B 
 

2024/25 
 

2026/27 
 

2028/29 

Why does population 
change? 

 Looking at global 
population distribution, 

children think about why 
certain areas are more 
populated than others. 

They explore the factors 
that influence birth and 

death rates and use case 
studies to illustrate these. 

Children consider and 
discuss the social, 

economic and 
environmental push and 

pull factors that influence 
migration 

Where does our energy 
come from?  

Learning about time zones 
around the world while 

exploring natural 
resources and energy 

found in the United States 
and the United Kingdom. 

Children learn about 
renewable and non-

renewable energy sources 
and the impacts these 

have on society, economy 
and environment. They 

carry out a fieldwork 
investigation considering 

the best location for a 
solar panel on the school 

grounds 

Can I carry out an 
independent fieldwork 

enquiry?  
Planning and carrying out 

their own independent 
enquiry, children explore 

an issue in their local area. 
They develop an enquiry 

question, design their own 
data collection methods, 
and then record, analyse 

and present their findings. 

 


